


LaDolce Vita
Welcome to on enchontinq world of spir i t  ond style-modern muse
Potrizio Gucci reveols shJs inherited more thon one of the most
legendory nomes in foshion

iext: Jen Renzi photos: Nqthon Kirkmon



h/il/A/UL/- -&nv;ztn .fot*.She is o descendont of Guccio Gucci-who founded his
eponymous  l eo the r  goods  compony  i n  1921 -ond  the

doughter  of  Poolo Gucci ,  who loter  grew the brond into

o fu l l - f ledged foshion house.  But  of ter  l2  yeors overseeing

internoi ionql  publ ic  re lot ions for  the fomi ly  b iz ,  she lef t  to

fo l low her  t rue col l ing:  o modern-dqy Renoissonce womon

who counts pointer ,  s ty l is l ,  novel is t ,  journol is t ,  t i le  or t is t ,

furniture designer, interiors moven, ond even-yes-foshion

designer, omong her mony job tit les. Creotive juices moy run

in her veins, but her professionol success is the by-product of

hord work, innote tolent, ond signiflcont chorm.

So,  too,  is  her  new home, o cozy cot toge tucked into

ihe hil ls surrounding Florence. "The locotion is ideol," Gucci

notes.  " l t 's  o quiet ,  peocefu l  homlet  thot 's  just  l0  minutes

from the Ponte Vecchio." (Twenty minutes, perhops, for ihose

not driving ltolion-style). She wos drown to the l9th century

bui ld ing-once o worehouse for  neorby o i l  f ie lds- for  i ts

Tuscon beoring ond views of the Poggio lmperiole through

English-style cosement windows. The house is upsidedown,

with o l iving room on the top floor ond o ground level housing

q k i tchen/d in ing oreo,  bedroom ond terroce obloom wi th

gordenio, lemon trees ond potted josmine.
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J%or/,oadeaL/"orypin{rti  B lonk s lote ochieved,  she lhen odded the d6cor 's  most

distinctive feoture: horizontol stripes of creom ond beige

point thot mimic the efiect of wollpoper ond moke the 1,500

squore foot spoce feel more exponsive. "The wolls of my

old house were oronge ond pink; here, I wonted something

more neutrol thot could hormonize with other colors," Gucci

soys. Strong hues obound: l iving room windows dressed in

crimson silk, o ruby-red potchwork of ontique kilims, o jolt of

citrus oronge livening o corner sitt ing nook, the bedroom's

jode silk dropes ond the kitchen's sprightly rufiled curtoins of

spring grebn ltolion l inen, used in l ieu of cobinet doors.

Gucci fovors such o polette in her own pointings; note her

Rothkoesque red ond oronge fishing scene il luminoting the

living room's l6th century refeclory toble, solvoged from o

Tuscon monostery. She hones her skil ls of Florence's Porto

Romono Institute of Art ond by troveling to exotic locoles like

Omon ond Kyoto with chorcools qnd sketchbook in hond

(ond often returning with o treosure for her home). But her

sensitivity to.color, she soys, is genetic. "My fother hod it,

too-it 's in mv DNAI"
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mix of old ond new. Phil ippe Stork Ghost choirs pull up to o

beech dining toble thot dotes bock to Nopoleon ll l . A poir

of corved, gold leofed lion's pows from o 17ih century choir

were reworked into reoding l ights for her wolnui bedside

tobles. Lucite bookcoses of her own design ore stocked with

volumes of Orientol philosophy ond ltolion l iteroture. "Books

ore the secret of l i fe," soys Gucci. "lt 's l ike finding o new

friend-l love reoding my thoughts mirrored in people who

lived in onother time oeriod."

Indeed, the house reflects not only her personol style, bui

olso her l i fb philosophy-o yeorning for simplicity borne of

growing up omong chorismotic, ossertive creotives. "My

fomily is complicoted," she loughs. "Perhops os o result, I 've

olwoys grovitoted lo elegonce thot comes from simplicity.

lf you ore comfortoble wilh yourself, you don't need mony

odornments. Designing o house, you hove lo follow your

dwn heort, your own poth-ond not be o slove to foshion."

she concludes. Self-expression, ofter oll, is olwoys in style r

P otizia Guccl potriziogucci.com, inf o@potiziagucci.com
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